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Glossary

 Ancestry: The background of the family.

 Cassocks: Red shirt worn underneath white robe as part of the    
	 	 choir	outfit.

 Cathedral: The principle church with which the bishop is linked to.

 Education: The process of receiving or giving regular instruction,  
  especially at a school or university.

 Faith: Strong set of beliefs of a religion.

 Heritage: Valued objects and qualities such as historic buildings and   
  cultural traditions that have been passed down from  
  previous generations.

 Ruff: White neck collar worn as part of the choir uniform.

 Surplice: White robe worn as part of a choir uniform.
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Family Details
I live with my Mum Magnetta, Dad Vaughn, and my brother Owen who is also in the choir and 
sister Rhian.  We also have a cat called Tiger and quite a few fishes.  We are a family who 
loves God and worship.  My parents are very  supportive of us in the choir and bless them 
they make quite a few trips there.  My mum does the catering when necessary with lots of 
helps from the choir mums.

My Grandparents
They are lovely and very informative and a helpful hand at certain times.   They like to garden 
and they have an allotment they also have a dog called Kestrel or Kezzy (Kestrel is my house 
colour at school).  They attend the Newmont Methodist Church and teach at Sunday school.

Other Family Members
I have two Aunties, one lives in London and one in Derby she has a little girl called India. 
Rose and her husband is called Richard, who has a daughter called Farah. We are cousins 
and really get on. I have a niece called Jemiliah. We call her Jem Jem, I am a bit young to 
have a niece but My big sister is 25 years old she also lives in Derby.
 
More About Me
I’m happy and jolly most of the time I’m very helpful I like doing Many sports, which are a lot  
of fun, they includes; swimming, hockey, rugby, football, volley ball, cricket and many more. 
My favourite sport is swimming because I’ve done it for 7 years, since I was four, I am now  
11 years old. I also like singing at the Derby Cathedral choir. I dislike getting up too early.  
At the weekend my cat lays on my head which wakes me up.  
       
 My Places
I go to Trent college, the Elms, and will be going to year seven at Trent in September.  I go to 
New mount Methodist Church when I am not singing at the Derby Cathedral which I love very 
much.  Through my singing at the Cathedral Choir I have been awarded a choral scholarship 
which I am very happy about.

My Name is: Alex

Mum: Magnetta

Dad: Vaughn
Brother: Owen

Sister: Rhian

   Telephone: 01332 630737
Email: contact@derbyopencentre.org                 www.derbyopencentre.org © the Open centre



1. Why is his family important to Alex?

2.  Where is St Lucia? 

  What do you imagine were some of the biggest differences and challenges  
for Alex’s family when they left St Lucia and emigrated to this country?

3. Why is heritage so important to Alex’ parents?

4. Why is education so important to Alex’ parents both in the past and the present day?

5. In what ways do you think Derby Cathedral is like a second home to the two boys? 

  Alex describes worship at the Cathedral as being like a bridge that  
connects people with God. What do you think he means by this?

6.  Why is music and the Cathedral choir so important in worship? 

  How do you imagine the boys must feel when they sing with  
other choristers each Sunday in front of the congregation?

7.  Try and find some examples of traditional hymns and anthems that  
may be sung in a Cathedral or other churches on a Sunday (see The Open Centre website 
for ideas). What do the words in the hymns say about the Christian faith?

8. Why is Sunday special to Alex and his brother?

9. How has the Christian faith influenced the family in the past and the present day?

The Archer-Dyer Family



10. In your own words....

 How do you feel about and respond to The Archer-Dyer Family?

 Chose three emotions that capture your feelings

 1. 2. 3.

 Chose three adjectives that best describe your appreciation of the family

 1. 2. 3.

 Write down three questions that you would like to ask the family

 1.

 2. 

 3.
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